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and straw hats are exported; population 4,000. |
Nivelle, Robert Georges (1856-1924),
French soldier, was born at Tulle, in the de- i
partment of Correze, of French and English
parentage. He distinguished himself in the
Battles of the Marne and Aisne, and on Oct.
24, 1914, was promoted to general of brig-
ade. After checking the sudden Teuton
drive on Soissons, he was placed in com-
mand of the Sixty-first Infantry Division,
and on Dec. 23, 1915, was made commander
of the Third Army Corps. General Nivelle
was called to Verdun in March, 1916, where
he succeeded General Petain in command of
the defences at that place in May, and re-
took the fortresses of Vaux and Douaumont
in October. In December, 1916, he was ap-
pointed commander-in-chief of the armies of
the north and northeast. Toward the end of
the disastrous Allied offensive of 1917 the
French army under Nivelle's command mu-
tinied, and he was succeeded by Marshal Pe-
tain. The secret of the mutiny was kept until
after the end of the war.

Nivelles, town, Brabant province, Belgium,
on the River Thines. Its fine Romanesque
church (1045) contains the relics of Pep-
in's daughter, St. Gertrude. It has railway
workshops, and manufactures of cotton,
paper, parchment, lace, etc.; p. 12,528.

Nix and Nixie, male and female water
spirits in Norse mythology.

Nixon, Lewis (1861-1940), American
naval architect, born in Leesburg, Va. In 1884
he was transferred to the Construction Corps
of the Navy, and designed (1890) the battle-
ships Oregon, Indiana, and Massachusetts.
In 1898 he was appointed president of the
East River Bridge Commission, and consult-
ing naval architect to the Cramp Company.
In 1902 he succeeded Richard Croker as
leader of the Tammany Hall organization,
but resigned in a few months. He was ap-
pointed by President Taft delegate to the
Fourth Pan-American Conference at Buenos
Ayres, and to the Chilean Centenary (1910).
In 1914-15 he was commissioner of public
works for the Borough of Richmond, New
York.

Nizami   (1141-1202), Persian  poet, was
born at Tafrish, and resided at Genje, or
Ganjah.   He la one of the seven great poets
of Persia, and the author of several famous
poems known as "The Hve Treasures of Niz-
ami.'    Consult W. Bacher's Nizami (Eng.
trans, by S. Robinson).
Nizlmi-Novgorod. See Nijni-Novgorod.
Njord, the sea god in Scandinavian myth-

ology; not a bodily impersonation like Nep-
tune, but the spirit of water and air. See
MYTHOLOGY.

Noah, the hero of the Deluge, was the son
of Lamech, and the father of Shem, Ham,
and Japheth. See DELUGE.

Noah, Book of, a Jewish apocalyptic
writing which, lost as an independent work,
has been largely incorporated in the Book of
Enoch and the Book of Jubilees, and in a later
Hebrew work known as the Book of Noah.

Noailles, a noble family of France.

ANNE JULES, Due DE NOAILLES (1650-
1708), is best remembered by the share that
he took in suppressing with great severity the
rising of the Camisards, the Protestants of
the Cevennes.

ADKLEN MAURICE, Due DE NOAILLES and
MARSHAL OF FRANCE (1678-1766), son of
the above, was in the Council of Finances,
and was dismissed by the Duke of Orleans
for his opposition to the schemes of the ad-
venturer Law. In June, 1743, he was de-
feated by the Anglo-Hanoverian army at
Dettingen.

Louis ANTOINE (1651-1729) was made arch-
bishop of Paris in 1695 by the favor of Mad-
ame de Maintenon, and in 1700 was made a
cardinal. He was powerful in the councils
of the regent, and used his authority against
the Jesuits.

PHILIPPE, COMTE DE NOAILLES (1715-94),
won distinction as a soldier in several cam-
paigns.

Louis MARIE, VICOMTE DE NOAILLES (1756-
1804), fought for the American colonies in
the war of Independence, and upon the out-
break of the Revolution it was on his pro-
posal that all feudal rights and privileges
were abolished (Aug. 4, 1789).

Nobel, Alfred Bernard (1833-96),
Swedish inventor and philanthropist, was
born in Stockholm. In 1850-54 he was in
the United States, where he studied mechan-
ical engineering under John Ericsson. From
the manufacture of dynamite, his inventions
of smokeless powder and artificial gutta per-
cha, and from numerous other inventions he
accumulated a large fortune. He gave liberal-
ly to charitable enterprises, and at his death
founded the series of Nobel Prizes.

Nobel Prizes, a series of five annual prizes
awarded from a fund of $9,000,000, be-
queathed for the purpose by Alfred B. Nobel,
for important discoveries or inventions in
physics, chemistry, medicine, or physiology,
for distinctive work in idealistic literature,
and for importa.it services in the interest of